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EIGHTH SOUTHEASTERN ARCFAEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

The Eighth Conference met at the University of Florida, Gainesville,
November 2-3, 1651, John M. Goggin served as Chairman and John W, Griffin as
Secretarys. The conference was welcomed to the campus of the University by Dre
John M. Maclachlan, Head of the Department of Scclology and Anthropologye

First Session, Friday morning,.

The theme of the conference -- chipned stone artifacts and their classification
-- was stated by John Goggin, chairman of the first sessione The establishment of
projecti%e point types by Krieger, and the extension of the system into the South-
east proper by Pord, was outlined, It was mentioned that the Eastern States
Archasological Federation has a committee for the purpose of examining chipped
stone typology, but that this committee had deferred action ffor a year to permit
this conference to discuss the problem and report their viewse

After some discussion centering on the desirability of settirgup named types
and deeiding on standard descriptive terms, Gordon Villey seggested that the most
workable approach for the conference woulc be to examine the chipped stone content
of cefined periods, The triangular points usually termed "Mississippian” were
chosen for first consideration.

It was the concensus of opinlon that it was immaterial whether the system
was binomial or not, and that the individual workers should decide for themselves
vhether they cared to use binomial nomenclatures It was agreed that period names
anc¢ culture designations should be avoided in the type names of chipped stone
artifacts,

‘ To begin the Ciscussion on a concrete level, John Coggin pointed out that

there were at least two groups of triangular points in Florida, James B. Oriffin
mentioned the treatment of variations in shape and modifications in triangular
points 2t Cahokia as used by Titterington. John Griffin noted that a similar treat-
ment of Fisher site points with comrarison to Cahokia yielded different norms for
the sitcse William Ddwards pointed out that once different norms were established
they had to be considerec in terms of time, space, anc cultural variatiohe

James Be Griffin suggested dropping the term "Mississippi" in relation to
these triangular points, and Gordon Willey suggested that a series of regional
tyres by recognized among the points formerly grouped under the term "Mississippian',
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In order to set up a standard form for the description of such artifactsy, -
the long triangular points found at the Safety Harbor site in Florida were chosen,
and tentatively termed Phillippi Pointe The entire group contributed to the
following outllne, with hipley Bullon presenting the data from the specimense The
type cescription is to be taken as an example rather than as a final type
description,

Type Names PHILLIPPI POINT
Outline: triangular, long narrow.

ross—-section: triangulare
Lcpess straighte.
Daser straighte -

Tength: 35—55 e, average 45 mme
Treadth: 0-16 mme," aurrage 12«1l ma,
Tongih-breadth index: L/13.

Thickness: L-5 Ite

Technigge: Fine chipping, apparently pressureg sbout L chips per cme Both semi-
unirtaced and bifaced formse

Material: (gross description)e
olor:
Texture: )
Tineralorical identification: (when possible).

Function: Presumably served as projectile pointsj probably bow and arrow,

Ceographical Range:

Temporal Range:

Remarks:

Bibliography:

Projectile points with stems, notches, or other features, will need added
categories in the form, such as stem, blade, notches, barbs, etce Only the
categories needed will be entered in any particular type description. There was
general acreement that the features which set off any type should be noted in the
description, probably in the "Remarks® section,

James Be Griffin mentioned several type names applicable to triangular points
which Ddward Scully has set upe The familiar un-notched "iississippl" point becomes
the Llacison Point, Specimens with one noteh on each side become Cahokia Double
Notched. Ones with one notch on each side and one in the base becomes Gahokia
Triole Notched, Caholkia ilultiple Notched covers other variationse (Since the
conference thase type descriptions, as well as others, have been distributed by
the University of Ilichigan)e /nother name suggested by Griffin is Feurt Serrated
Point for the convex based, serrated sided, point of Fort Aneient context.

Douglas Byers pointed out the differences between three kinds of triangular
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points in the Northeast and in Dorset. Robert Wauchope demonstrated a series of
triangular points from northwest Georgla which seem to grade one into amnothere
One group of these was tentatively given the name Etowah Point. Villiam Haag
discussed triangular points from Lississippi, Some of these, and some of the
Florida specimens on hand, were felt by James Be Griffin to qualify as liadison
Pointse

John Goggin mentioned that in Florida the larger triangular points appear
t0 be earlier than the emaller ones, =lthough all are relatively late, FPhilip
Phillips discussed certain points of a late }ississippian context from near
¥emphis which seem %0 constitute & type; the name St. rancis Point was suzcested
by Phillipse hig

In all cases the individuals responsible for Cefinint the types are to
describe them in the form presented sbove, and the results, with illustrations --
which are felt to be of the utmost importance -- will be distributed through the
Newsletter of the Conference,

Second Session, Friday afternnon.

The second session of the conference, with Gordon Willey as chairman,
considered other types of chipped stone artifactss A list of the more frequently
encountered categories was assembled:

¥nives ‘ Celts

Serapers Axes

Drills Gravers
Paerforators Adzes

Choppers Retouched flakes
Hoss

John Gogglin stated that in his observation retouched flakes were found in
preceramic horizons and then skipped to proto-historic anc historic levels in
Floridae lie mentioned scrapers of the Santa Fe Complex, which he feels runs from
preceranic into ceramic times, and sugzested that for these specimens the terms
"side scraper" and "end scraper! are unsatisfactory,

Villiam Haag asked whether it was not the complex rather than the individual
types that was important in this instances 1illiam Edwards stated that the type-
of scraper under consideration was widespread both temporally and geographically,
and that he had similar meterial. from Paleo~Indian levels on the Florida east .coast,

It was decided to use Goggin's scraPer to sat up a trial form for this kind
of artifact:

Type Name: SANTA FE SCRAPIR

Form: (1) ovate modifications of flake, (2) unifaced, (3) striking platform often
present, (L) stecpened edges,

Dimensions and proportions: 645 by 5.§ cme Thickness: “+6 to 240 cme (Form to
Ye complat-ad Wfth categories as in projectile points).
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Gogzin noted that the section on "Remarks" should explain why the typ? i§
separated from similar types. Douglas Byers pointed out that profile description,
both transverse and longitudinal, should be includeds

Ripley Dullen showed large chipped stone tools from the Johns Island gi?e,
Florida. These were named Johns Island Adzee Philip Phillips noted that similar,
but better made, specimens wore founcd in Tennessee~Cumberlands

James Griffin proposed the name Licking Flake Knife for the trapazoidal
Hopewell form, He pointed out that use of the term "blade" rather than "knife!
would conflict with established usage in this country, although it would bring
it into line with Duropean usages He mentioned the spud-shaped hoe as a good
type, and brought up the subject of the Lamoka Choppery which is also present in
the Southeast.

Philip Phillips cescribed the small chipped celt {or adze) with a finely
ground edge that occurs in liississippian periods in the lower Mississippl Valley.
The name Yazoo Celt was proposed for the type.

Villiam G, Haag passed around specimens of the small Jaketown flints of
probable Poverty Point contexts These may be grouped in two categories: (1) some
kind of verforator, unifaced, made from pebble cores, (2) small bladelets with no’
retouching, some with notching., Since these artifacts are from the delta region,
where no large pebbles occur, the small size may be a function of the available
materials. Considerable discussion of the possible use of these artifacts ensued,
but no definite conclusions were regched.

Philip Phillips discussed the distinction between drills and perforators.
Drills are chipped on all sides, and can rotate. Perforators are uniface, and
are used in a back-and-forth manner, He stated that perforators similar to the
Jaketovm epecimens are found in the Buropean kesolithic, and are very common
according to llovius,

A discussion of fluted points followeds James Be Criffin outlined the growth
of terminology of these points, and pointed out the casual way in which terms such
as Bastern Fluted and Ohio Fluted are useds Terms dealing with fluted points are
too inclusive; actually thers is considerable variety in hoth the East and West,
vith, however, more variety in the East, Griffin stressed the need for an over-
all re-evaluation of fluted point types,

John Goggin mentioned that he has called Florids specimens by the term
Suwanee Point, William Idwards stated his preference for a generalized term such
as Paleo-Indian Ianceolate Point, James. B, Griffin stated that in his opinion
the Flainview Point is not a type, but, rather, several types wvhich have become
lumped togethere He also suggested the name Fishtail Fluted to cover one variety of
fluted point. "The recent discovery of fluted points, together with other artifacts
~f the complex, by Titthoft, was mentioned,

Third Session, Saturcay morning.

The third session, with James Be Griffin as chairman, returned to the
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problem of projectile point types, dealing primarily with 4hose other than the
trianguler points discussed in.the first sessione

William G, Haag proposed the type name Lotley Point for the relatively long
point with deep side-notching found in Poverty .'f.501E nt contexts Wauchope noted
that similar specimens occur in Piedmont, South Carolina,’

James Be Oriffin suggested #ut type descriptions, illustrated, should be
circulated either in the Newsletter or in individual mimeographed releasese. The
types should be allowed to "simmer" gwhile before final publication. Riplsy
Bullen brought up the problem of illustrating the ramge of variation within types,
and it was, generally agreed that it was desirable to indicate the rangee

Ay Re Kelly mentioned the recent finding of a cache of Stallings type pointse
It was Suggested that he work up the Stallings material and the quartz industry of
Georgide John Goggin suggested that he, John Griffin and Ripley Bullen work out -
the types of Florida triangular projectile points,

Jdames Be Griffin suggested the name Grimes Point for the so-called Adena Point
of Tarly Vloodland horizons. Gordon Willey mentioned a distinctive long stemmed
polnt of southeast Lonisiana, which he proposed as the laSalle Points Je Be
Griffin expreéssed the opinion that this was probably a regional variant of the
Grimes Point,

Willey brought up the triangular hoaded, stemmed type found in Tchefuncte
and Marksville periods, but felt it might be too simple and widespread to deal
with at. the momente

A+ Re Kelly stated that the "spinner" was earlier than pre~pottery Stallings
Island in Ceorgias This type is rather small, corner-notched, and bevelede Goggin
mentioned a beveled type in Florida which possesses a definitely "hooked” bases
Tauchope astated that bewveled points are fairly early in the South Carolina
Piedmont regione

James Be Criffin discussed Synder Notched, a large blade of Hopewell times
in T1linoise. The tyre tends to die out in the latter portions of Hopewelle It
is sometimes broken and reworked into scraperss Gordon Villey mentioned a barbed
type of Troyville-Coles Creek times in the lower ilississippi Valley; J. Be Griffin
thinks it a probable variant of Xrieger's Alba Barbede John Goggin mentioned a
triangular point with basal notches as the comnonest type in the Glades Area of
Florida; it occurs in north Florida too, J. Be Criffin felt this to be a variant
to Temnessee (Eva) forms. Steve Williams proposed the name Dl ton Point for large,
eared, triangular points of probable {rchaic context from central and eastern
Ulissouri,.

The Copena Point was discussed by Je B. Criffin, The nsme has been applied
in the literature to a long, beautifully made point found as a burial offering,
It is really a relatively are specialtye. The more basic point of Copena is a
stemless form with straight sides which contract to a triangular point,

Jo Be Criffin menticned that small triangular points have been found in
.~ Gasbern -Tons ;s‘_mu-a Hamilton context, and appear to be with pre~-Etowah
+i, 5 Cambh1isakads s 'gmped. Haag found the same type points with cord-marked pottery

- ¥in his last excevation in Kentucky; probably equabing with the Hamilton levels
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Robert Wauchope outlined the projectile point sequence in North Ceorgia,
discussirga number of typess The consensus of opinion was that the secuence es
outlined fitted very well into knowledge of surrounding areas.

Ao Re Kelly described a quartzite incustry stratified beneath pre-potiery
Stallings Island material on the Savannah River,

The discussion of projectile point tyvmes drew %o a close with the
participants being agreed that many types can be defined, but also that many
specimens cre not amenable to such treatment. Ilowever, the feeling was that the
mass of the material neel cause no worry, and that the purrpose was to classify
well-marked types which possess significance in time and space,

An invitation to hold the next meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological
Conference at Ocmulzee National Monument,” Zeorgia, was unanimously accepteds
Charles H, Fairbanks was elected Chairman, and Gustavus Pope, Jrs, was elected
Secretery. Subject for the meeting wlll be historic archaeology, with particular
reference to the lluskhogean peopless It was sugrested that ethnologists and
historians be invited to join with the archaeologists at this meetings. Results
of the application of typology to chipped stone artifacts are to be presented at
the first session of the next meeting.

John W, Griffin, Secretary
Fighth Southeastern Archaeological
Conference





