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Adjustable Cranial Orientator

Many types of apparatus have been devised to orient
the craniun for nurposes of gtudy and neasurement. However,
.practically all of then have a fixed position relative to
the cranium or t> thelr supporting surface, and they are all
consgpicuously evident when photographs are nade of the specirien.
It ig, of course, possible through laborious effort to block
out the inage 5f the apparatus on the negative, but this nay
lead later to the questicnable authenticity of the reproduction.

Faced with the problen of photographing the cranial naterial
recovered from the extensive T.V.A. excavations in Alabana, the
author worked cut a simple device which i1s very useful. An
experinental apparatus was nade up of wood, equipped with dowel
legse Clothes pins were used as primitive adjustable set screws.
Mr. Willianm 3. Webb, Professor of Anthropology and Archacolosy,
Univergity of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, very kindly offerecd
to have the metal instrunent nade up in the University Machine
ShOp.l

The cranium table congists of a thin netal plate which

rests upon three adjustable netal rods as legs. Two levels

1. Mr. Carl Schneider, instrument maker for the Department of
Piysics ingenionusly produced the present instrunent. To
hin and Professor Webb I wish to cxtend ny gratitude for
their joint kindnesses,.



2

placed at right angles upon the metal plate indlcate when
the instrument is con a horizontal plane. Three set screws,
situated on top of the metal plate facilitate the adjust-
ment of the relative lengths of the metal legs necessary
in placing the levels of the instrument in a horizontal
plane. Indicator nsedles are mounted so that they may
be rotated in a horizontal plane. Set screws make 1%
possible to lengthen or_shorten them, as the case may be.
Rubber caps on the bottom of the legs prevent the metal
from scratching thne supporting surface. The vital utility
of this apparatus isg its mobilility. Once the cranium has
been oriented in the usual planes, the ingtrument can be
rencved leaving the solitary skull frec for the purpose
of photographing. It is constructed for use with a camcra
placed vertically above the gpecimen. A ground glass
placed horizontally below the camera and at right angles
%o the fleld of focus has been used as the supporting
surface on wiaich the instrument and the crania are placed,.

It has been practical to utilize the following cranio-
metric landmaris for orienting the cranium with the instru-
nent. For Norma lateralis the skull is placed on a rubber
pad, the instrument ig leveled and the indicating rods are
adjusted to the points of nasgion bregma and lambda, The
concave cdge of the ingtrument conviently £its the contours
of the cranium. The instrumcnt is shifted around go Tthot

the rods can be placed on nasion, progthion and mentone
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Theoretically then, the instrunent enables one to orient
the craniun in a nedian samsittal plane. This plane will
ericrge through the above nmenticned cranlonetric points.
For the view Norma verticalls ana basialls, the skull
is placed upon a ruvber ring and in both cases the
Poria and inferior edge of the left orbit are used toO
allign the craniun in a horizontal plane. The instrunent
provides a sinple means of passing a horizontal plane
through the usual anthroponetric landmarks.

For the views Norna faclalis and Nornma occipitalis,
the ingtrunent cannot bLe ugsed. A right tricngle nade
of celluloid can be used %o line up the sgkull in the eye-
ear plane. For example, for the view Norma faclialis, the
skull is placed with its occiput on a rubber ring with
the face toward a canera. The triangle, when the skull
ig alligned in the eye-ear plane, places that plane
vertically to the horizontal supporting surface. The
skull can be oriented easily in the nmedian sagittal plane
1f the triangle is shifted to the posterior part of the
skull and used to sight a plane through the use of lambda,
bregna, nasion and prosthion. This will establish the
nedian sasittal plane in relation to the axis of the other
plane. The accompaning plates (Fisures I, II, III) show
the top and bottom views of the instrument alons with a

view of the sebt-up actually in use in the laboratory.



Fig.1 Top view of cranjum table showing
levels and indicator rods.

F;g.]'_[ Bottom view of cranium table
showing legs.
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TYPE NAIE: DEPTFORD SIMPLE STAMPED
PASTE:

Method of manufacture: colling.

Ternper: grit and sand in considerable quantities.

Texture: grit tempered sgherds have a sandy, nedium coarse
texture. In sherds terpered sherds the texture is filner
but lumpy and contorted.

Hardness: 2.0~ 3.0.

Colors core buff, red-buff, light grey and dark grey,;
occasionally two sharply differentiated colors appear
in the same crogsesection. Surface color ranges from
buff thrcugh red buff through grey to black.

SURFACE FINISH:

Congiderable variation fron gite to site.

Sullivan's Figh Camp-~ carefully snocothed, tool narks

gonetines visible. Orange Grove-- gmoothed carelessly

or snoothed. Tool marks often visible. Deptford-—-

generally snoothed but with a gritty surface due to

the amount of sand in the paste. Irene-- smoothed

through burnished. The surfaces sonetimes are gritty

due to the sandiness of the paste. Oak Grove--~ smoothed

but often gritty due to the sandiness of the paste.
DECORATION:

Technique: gstamped and malleated. The decoration could have
been nade with a carved wooden cylinder or a rocker
stanp. The sane effect would also have been produced
with a thong wrapped paddle. The technique may be sinilar
to that used in the decoration of the Deptford Linear
Check Stariped type.

Design: congists of arrangenents of shallow, longitudinal grooves
which may have a parallel arrangenent or nay be anplied
in a cross-stanped pattern.

Distribution: Over thec entire exterior or vessel. Sometines
the decoration is obliterated at the base. When tetrapodal
supports occur they too are decorated.

FORI:

Rins stralght, occasionally slightly flaring at Irene and Deptford,
Lip, squared or rounded and often tilted outward, giving
the effect of beveling on the outer edge. Body, conoldal
Jar and henispherical bowl, On Jjars the equator is often
slightly wider than the rim. Base, conoidal. When tetrapodal
supports occur the base is roughly squared. Thickness,
average 7.7 rn. Appendages, tetrapodal supports.

USUAL RANGE OF TYPE:

Along the South Atlantic Coast as far south as St. Sinong Island
and nortir to an unknown distance in Scuth Carclina. IT
clogsely resenvles lossy Oak Simple Stamped. Thig type
appears to have a considerable distribution in north and
central Georgia. Agsociatlons: part of the Deptford Corplex
with Deptford Linear Check Stamped and Deptford Bold
Check Stamped.

CHRONCLOGICAL POSITION OF THE TYPE IN RANGE:

Above the St. Simons complex. Below the Wilnington, Savannah,

and Irene Corplexes.

Jogenh R. Caldwell and Antonio J. Waring, Jr.
Savannah, Georgia.
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YPE NAi.Z&; BREWTON HILL COLPLICATED STAMPED
ASTE

T
P
Method of manufacture: coiling.
Temper: fine grit and sand in considerable guantities,
Texture: mediunm to fine,
Hardness: 2.0 - 3.0
Color: core ranges from buff through dark grey o OldCu,
exterlior surface rangeg from JOllOW through orange
to bldck; interior surface buff to black.
SURFACE FINISHE

InteLlOfu roughly smoothed, occas 1onallj burniched, Tool
marks are gomebtimes vigible
DECORATION:

Technigue: stamped with a large and elaborately carved paddl

Design: characteristically fine, the lands low and qiluo
digtinct. The design elements consist of gpiral inter-
locking scrolls and concentric circles. The "figure
eight" which is common on Savannah Complicated Stamped
is more claborate in Brewton Hill Complicated Stamped.
Generally the latter is more finely executed and snows
a greater variety of elements than Savannah Complicate
Stamped.

Distribution: over the entire exterior of the vessel,

F'ORLis

Rim: stralght, not tapered.

Lip: squared,

Body: cylindrical, elongate with straight, slightly flaring
sldes "ilch taper down to the base

Bage: round ¢ d conical.,

Thicknessg: average 7 mm,

Appendages: none,

USUAL RANGE OF TYPE

Ags in the case of the Savannah Complicated Stamped, very
little can be said concerning the range of this type
until a cloger comparigon can be made between it and th
whole geries of complicated stamped types, There are
apparently cloge affiliations botwe on Brewton Hill
Complicated Stamped and Swift Creck Complicated Stomped

CHRONOLOGICAL POSITION OF THE TYPE IN RANGE:

This type 1s a late part of the Deptford Complex which lies
above the St.Simons Complex and below the Tilmir ghon,
The Savannah and Irene Complexes,

Associations: provisionally, this tyve is a late component
of the Deptford Complex which also contains Deptford
Linear Check Stamped, Deptford Bold Check Stanped,
and Deptford Simple Stamped.

Josepn R. Caldwell and
Antonio J, Waring, Jre
Savannah, Georgla. 1939
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TYPE NAME: WILMINGTON HEAVY CORD MARKED
PASTE:

ethod of manufacture: coiling.

Temper: gravel and sherd.

Texture: Medium to coarse. In sherd tempered sherds the
texture is somewhat finer and more lumpy than in grit
tempered sherds.

Hardness: 2.0 - 3.0

Color: core dark grey to black occasionally deep red.
Exterior surface red to buff to dark grey.

Interior surface red to black.
SURFACE FINISH:

Interiors of the vessels were smoothed, frequently they show
fine striations which were probably made with a serratec
edge of a shell. Burnished interiors are rare,

DECORATION:

Technique: the decoration could have been made with a cord-
wrapped paddle or a cord-wrapped cylinder. In the latte:
case the decoration would have been rolled on tne vessel
wall. -

Design: the cord impressions are characteristically heavy
and have a vertical parallel arrangement which is quifte
different from the purposeful cross stamping of Savannal
Fine Cordmarked. The cord impressions sometimes inter-
gect the rim obliquely. The base is occaslonally mal-
leated with the round edge of the paddie.

Distribution: over the entire exterior of the vessel.

FORM:

Rim: usually straight, occasionally everted and more rarely
incurving.

Lip: usually rounded. May also be squared or stamped beveled

Body: the typical vessel form is cylindrical, lacking a
ghoulder and tapering down to the base.

Base: round to slightly conoidal.

Thickness: average 9 nm.

Appendages: none.

USUAL RANGE COF TYPE:

The type occurs on the South Atlantic Coast at least as far
south as St. Simons Isgland and extends for an unknown
distance into the Carolinas. Its occurrence has been
noted at the following sites: Sea Island, Haven Home,
Deptford, Brampton, New Yamacraw, Gullahgyaden, Goethe
Island, Waring, Bradley's Point, Potato Island and Iren
Sherds which appear amost identical were found by Collin
at Deagonville in Loulslana. Ford described comparable
sherds as an adjunct to the Deasonville complex.

CHRONOLOGICAL POSITION OF THE TYPE IN RANGE:

Overlies the St. Simons complex and the Deptford complex,
underlies the Savannah and Irene complexes.

Associations: Usually unassociated, probably comprising an
entire pottery complex. It occurs ag a minority ware
at the Haven Home Site where 1t may be associated with
an early period of the Savannah complex.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Collins, Henry B., Jr. Explorations of the Prehistoric
Indian Village Sites in Mississippi, Proceedings of the
United States National Museum, Vol, 79, Article 32,
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Washington, 1932. pp. 12, Plate 2.

Ford, J.A. Analysis of Indian Village Site Collections from
Loulsiana and Mississlippi, Anthropological Study No.Zz2,
Department of Conservation, Louilsgiana Geologlcal
Survey, 1936, p. 145, Figure 29, a,b,c,e,h,i,k,n,o;
Figure 30, a,b,i,}; Figure 31, a,b,h,i,n, o,

Joseph R. Caldwell and
Antonio J. Waring, Jr.,
Savannah, Ga., 1939
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TYPE NAME: DEPTFORD LINEAR CHECK STAMPED
PLTE:

Method of manufacture: colling.

Temper: fine to medium quartz grit.

Texture: Medium to coarse, very sandy.

Hardness: 2.0 - 3.5

Color: Core continuous with color of both surfaceg, meeting
at a point of differentiation at the middle of the sherd
cross section. Occasionally the whole core is dark grey
to black with a peculiar yellow or buff film on the exter-
ior surface. This does not represent true filming but
a color change incidental to firing. Exterior surface
usually orange or buff. Frequently dark gray to black,
Interior surface ranges from buff through dark grey to
black.

SURFACE FINISH:

The interiors of the vessels were smoothed while the clay
was damp, leaving a gritty, carelessly finished surface.
The morks of the smoothing implement are frequently
visible.

DECORATION:

Technique: The design was probably rouletted or rolled on the
vessel wall with a carved wooden rocker or cylinder, in-
dicated by the great length of individual motifs and by
warping of the design and overstamping on bottom sherds.

Design: The design consists of a repeated parallel arrange-
ment of two longitudinal lands which contain a series of
finer transverse lands. The number of design elements on
a single stamp ranges from 1 to 8, The design motifs
are placed so carefully that the entire series of longi-
tudinal lands has the superficial appearance of having
been executed with a single stamp. The longitudinal
lands are invariably heavier and usually higher than the
transverse lands., There 1s a considerable variation in
the width of the longitudinal lands themgelves, ranging
from 2 mm. to 6 mm. They may be either rounded, sloped
or flat. A variation of this general design 1is one 1in
which the transverse lands appear only in the alternating
inter-gpaces. The desgign 1s invariably applied in such
a manner that the longitudinal lands intersect the rim
obliquely. Several rim sherds show decoration of the
interior in which bands of triangular or reed punctates
proceed vertically down from the lip for a distance of
10 c¢cm.

50 JDistribution: over the entire exterior of the vessel.
Rile

Rim: straight to slightly flaring. Usually squared or stamped
beveled, sometimes rounded. Occaglonally an oval folding
rim occurs.

Body: cylindrical with a slight shoulder tapering to the base.

Base: conoldal.

Thickness: average 9.7 mil.

Appendages: none.

USUAL RANGE OF TYPE:

Along the South Atlantic coast from the St., John's River in
Florida for an unknown distance in South Carolina. It
occurred as a ninority ware at the Swift Creek site in
Bibb County. Sherds have been observed in surface
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collections from sgites north of Atlanta, Georgia. It

has been found at the following siteg near the mouth of

the Savannah River: Deptford, Meldrim, Irene, New Yama-

craw, Dotson, Potato Island, Oak Grove and Gullahgyaden.

It also occurs at Evelyn Plantation near Brunswick,Georgla,
CHRONOLOGICAL POSITION OF TYPE IN RANGE: ‘

Above the St. Simons complex, below the Wilmington complex,
the Savannah complex and the Irene compleéex.

Associationg: Part of the Deptford complex which also includes
Deptford Bold Check Stamped and Deptford Simple Stamped.
Brewton Hill Complicated Stamped probably belongs to
this complex in a later period. At the Swift Creek site
in Bibb County, a type comparable to Deptford Linear
Check Stamped is reported to have been associated with
the "latest" development of Swift Creek Complicated
Stamped.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Kelly, A.R. A preliminary Report on Archeological Explorations
at Macon, Ga. Burecau of American Ethnology, Chapter
from Bulletin 119, pp. 30, 1938,

Holmes, W.H. Aboriginal Pottery of the Eagtern United States,
Twentieth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnolog
1898-92, Plates LXXXV and CIX.

Holder, Preston. Evelyn Site (Unpublished).

Joseph R. Caldwell and
Antonio J. Waring, Jr.,
Savannah, Ga. 1939
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In the News Letter Vol. I, No. 2, for March 1939 the foot-note at

the bottom of the Swift Creek Complicated Stamp should read as
follows:

"In the illustration, Early Swift Creek is shown in the
top nine sherds, Middle in the bottom nine sherds'.

In the News Letter Vol. I, No. 3, in the article on pottery stamps
there are mentioned and described two pottery stamps in the next

to last paragraph on page 13, These two stamps are actually
11lustrated in the Nacoochee report. See Plate XXXL of that report,





